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“There is nothing in the Act that limits States and LEAs from adding elements to the [individualized education program] IEP, so long as the elements are not inconsistent with the Act or these regulations, and States do not interpret the Act to require these additional elements. Section 300.320(d), consistent with section 614(d)(1)(A)(ii)(I) of the Act, does not prohibit States or LEAs from requiring IEPs to include information beyond that which is explicitly required in section 614 of the Act. However, if a State requires IEPs to include information beyond that which is explicitly required in section 614 of the Act, the State must identify in writing to its LEAs and the Secretary that it is a State-imposed requirement and not one based on the Act or these regulations, consistent with § 300.199(a)(2) and section 608(a)(2) of the Act.”  71 Fed. Reg. 46669 (August 14, 2006).

Application Guidance

· The Legal Framework for the Child-Centered Process: Glossary of Terms (Region 18 ESC)
· IEP Model Form (TEA)
· Model Form: Individualized Education Program (OSEP)

Through the implementation of the member district policies and procedures as outlined in the Legal Framework for the Child-Centered Special Education Process, the member district ensures that an admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee is established for each child for whom a full and individual evaluation has been conducted and each eligible child with a disability.  The IEP developed through the ARD process must conform to the requirements by the IDEA and its accompanying federal regulations, state statutes and regulations.


The school district will establish an admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee for each student who is to be considered for eligibility or already eligible for special education under current state and federal regulations. The ARD committee in Texas is the IEP team that is defined in federal regulations (CFR §300.321).
An IEP will be developed for each child with a disability in the district who meets the state and federal guidelines for special education eligibility. The IEP (or IFSP for students birth through two years of age with a visual and/or auditory impairment) will be in effect at the beginning of each school year and reviewed no less than on an annual basis. Each IEP will contain all the components required in state and federal regulations.
All appropriate district forms will be used to document the meeting and decisions. 
 
 Staff Responsible:  
District Level: Special Education Director
Campus Level: Diagnostician/LSSP, Principal, General Education Teacher, Special Education Teacher, Related Service Staff, Speech Language Pathologist 

Timelines:
· Initial ARD meetings- within 30-days of a determination that the child needs special education and related services. 
· Annual Review ARD meetings- prior to the 12-month anniversary date. 
· Transfer ARD meetings-within 30 school days from the date the student is verified as being a student eligible for special education services.

Evidence of Practice: 
· Training artifacts (presentation handouts, sign-in sheets, etc.)
· Forms or checklists used in IEP implementation (including software)
· Documentation of ARD committee meetings
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