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“The definition of consent requires a parent to be fully informed of all information relevant to the activity for which consent is sought. The definition also requires a parent to agree in writing to an activity for which consent is sought.  Therefore, whenever consent is used in these regulations, it means that the consent is both informed and in writing.”  71 Fed. Reg. 46551 (August 14, 2006).

“As a matter of practice, public agencies begin the process of obtaining parental consent by identifying the parent and contacting the parent by phone or through written correspondence, or speaking to the parent in parent-teacher conferences.”  71 Fed. Reg. 46629 (August 14, 2006).

“If a surrogate parent already has been appointed because the public agency, after reasonable efforts, could not locate a parent, the public agency would not have to again attempt to contact other individuals meeting the definition of parent in § 300.30 to seek consent.”  71 Fed. Reg. 46631 (August 14, 2006).

Through the implementation of the member district policies and procedures as outlined in the Legal Framework for the Child-Centered Special Education Process, the member district ensures that prior to accessing a child’s private insurance benefits, informed written consent will be obtained in conformance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and its accompanying federal regulations, state statutes and regulations.


Informed parental consent may be obtained one time for the specific services and duration of services identified in a child’s IEP. The district is not required to obtain a separate consent each time a Medicaid agency or other public insurer or public program is billed for the provision of required services. 

Staff Responsible:
District Level: Superintendent 
Campus Level: Principal, Counselor, SHARS Coordinator 

Timelines:
· Prior to accessing the child's or the parent's public benefits or insurance for the first time
Evidence of Practice:
· District Forms
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