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“[Response to Intervention (RtI)] RTI strategies are tools that enable educators to target instructional interventions to children's areas of specific need as soon as those needs become apparent. There are a number of RTI frameworks, and while the Department does not endorse a particular RTI framework, several core characteristics tend to be present in RTI. These characteristic are: (1) high quality, evidence based instruction in general education settings; (2) screening of all students for academic and behavioral problems; (3) two or more levels (sometimes referred to as tiers) of instruction that are progressively more intense and based on the student's response to instruction; and (4) progress monitoring of student performance.” OSEP Letter to Dale (November 14, 2012).

“Under section 613(f) of the [Individuals with Disabilities Education Act] IDEA and 34 CFR § 300.226, [coordinated early intervening services] CEIS . . . are services provided to students in kindergarten through grade 12 (with a particular emphasis on students in kindergarten through grade three) who are not currently identified as needing special education or related services, but who need additional academic and behavioral supports to succeed in a general education environment. Local educational agencies (LEAs) may use up to 15 percent of their IDEA Part B funds for CEIS. In implementing CEIS, an LEA may carry out activities that include: (1) professional development for teachers and other school staff to enable such personnel to deliver scientifically based academic and behavioral interventions, including scientifically based literacy instruction, and, where appropriate, instruction on the use of adaptive and instructional software; and (2) providing educational and behavioral evaluations, services, and supports, including scientifically based literacy instruction.”  OSEP Letter to Dale (November 14, 2012).

“Tier two activities provide specialized small group instruction for students determined to be at risk for academic and behavioral problems. It would be appropriate to use CEIS funds to support these tier two activities for at-risk, general education students. If students who are receiving special education and related services participate in the small group instruction, it would not be appropriate for CEIS funds to be used for these students as CEIS may not be provided to students that are currently identified as needing special education or related services. Tier three includes specialized individualized instructional or behavioral support for students with intensive needs. As in the case of tier two activities, CEIS funds could be used for activities that support general education students at risk for academic and behavioral problems, but could not be used for students who are receiving special education or related services.”  OSEP Letter to Dale (November 14, 2012).

“[The U.S. Department of Education does] not believe it is appropriate or necessary to specify how long a child can receive early intervening services before an initial evaluation is conducted. If a child receiving early intervening services is suspected of having a disability, the LEA must conduct a full and individual evaluation in accordance with §§ 300.301, 300.304 and 300.305 to determine if the child is a child with a disability and needs special education and related services.”  71 Fed. Reg. 46626 (August 14, 2006).

Application Guidance

· Requirements of Coordinated Early Intervening Services (TEA)
· Transitioning to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) (USDE) 
· RTI/EIS (Leadership 2006) (USDE)

Through the implementation of the member district policies and procedures as outlined in the Legal Framework for the Child-Centered Special Education Process, the member district ensures parent participation in admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committee meetings as required by the IDEA and its accompanying federal regulations, state statutes and regulations.


Member districts are responsible for implementing multi-tiered intervention services.
Students experiencing difficulties progressing in the general curriculum should be considered for all support services and intervention programs available to all students in the district, including tutoring, RtI programs, and remedial or compensatory programs. Implementation of any intervention program cannot serve to delay or deny referral, evaluation, and eligibility determinations under the IDEA when students are suspected of having a disability and a need for special education services. 
The support services, intervention program options to address the students' difficulties should be made in collaboration with parents, who should be notified of their right to request a special education referral at any time. If students continue to struggle with the general curriculum despite provision of interventions, the student should be referred for a special education evaluation within a reasonable timeframe, depending on the degree of response to interventions, the parents' input, and the degree of difficulty the student is experiencing in meeting mastery criteria on general curriculum. Implementation of any intervention program cannot serve to delay or deny referral, evaluation, and eligibility determinations under the IDEA when students are suspected of having a disability and a need for special education services.

[bookmark: _Hlk39212374]Staff Responsible:  
District Level: Superintendent
Campus Level: Principal, School Counselor, ESL Teacher, RtI Committee 

Timelines:
· Dyslexia screenings completed by required timelines.
· FIIE will be conducted within 45 school days of receiving parental consent for evaluation. 
Evidence of Practice:
· RtI Committee forms or checklists
· Teacher training artifacts (presentation handouts, sign-in sheets, etc.)
· Written consent for evaluation
· Evaluation reports
· Description of RTI 
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